About the creation of
“Love Offers The World”
By Sue Clancy
Once a design specifically for the NW Surrogacy Center had been thought of (based on our conversations in a meeting)
and designs sketched out another meeting was held. A design was chosen and proposed artwork approved. Then I set
about dying and making all of the papers needed. Well over 25 sheets of paper with various colors and patterns were
needed. It took me a while.

Some papers got patterned with multiple layers of color – a multi day process.

Once all of the papers were finished and dry I cut out, with an Xacto knife, each shape needed for each element of the
painting. Some elements were very tiny. Others were very
large. Each piece of paper has an important place.
Planning for and cutting out each shape took a long time.
There are well over 100 cut paper pieces on “Love Offers
The World”.
Once all of the pieces are cut – each character/item is glued
together as it will be placed onto the “big picture”

This process is repeated for each character and element

Lots of positioning and repositioning until it is right.

All elements are created according to
what is needed for the design – in the
case of this picture to the left –
some old-fashioned calligraphy using very
permanent ink was done on one-of-akind paper that would be very hard to
duplicate – even by me, who created it in
the first place.

For the “family portrait” within the painting I relied on my
caricature/cartooning skills. (ink and watercolor)

Once these elements were finished and dry I cut them
out to fit in their respective places within my design.
Then I begin placing and gluing the elements together.

Gluing and rolling flat, or leaving deliberate wrinkles is a
very careful process. At a certain point the entire painting
is weighted down and left to dry fully flat.

Once the entire painting has been “blocked in” in this manner I
begin to cut out the detail shapes – such as noses, eyes, hair
etc. and gluing those in place.

The picture to the right shows “noses and the paw pad details added”

And so it goes until every hair is in place….. once everything is “just so” I add with acrylic paint, a highlight or a shadow
here and there, sign my name and it’s done!
“Love Offers The World”
By Sue Clancy
Size: 40 x 30 x 2 inches
Media: handmade paper, hand dyed paper, hand patterned paper, ink, watercolor and acrylic collage on board

I hope you enjoy looking at my work as much as I enjoyed creating it! Thank you to the NW Surrogacy Center and Amy
Caplan for this fun project!! Thank you to Judy Sullens for taking the “action” photos and helping me move those big
sheets of paper around the studio.

