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By Sue Clancy 

 

I use animal characters in my mixed media collages because, like the phrase ‘once upon a time’, animal 

characters indicate that “this is a story”, it tells the viewer to look for metaphors, allegory and symbolism” 

in what they’re seeing.  I think of myself as a “short story writer” who “writes” in visual pictures.   

 

Rather than using words alone to tell a lighthearted story I use colors, patterns and shapes. Animal 

symbols are an ancient archetype used to communicate abstract ideas about life and living well.  Which is 

a stuffy way of saying animal images are fun to make and since humans could make marks on cave walls 

we’ve been drawing animals in an effort to say “this thought’s important”.  So I use animal characters 

along with other elements; actions, colors, patterns, shapes and objects from which a story, a meaning, 

can be put together.  This brings the human’s associative/symbolic/creative mental process into focus.  Or 

to put it a different way; “have fun figuring out each story.”  

 

Much of the content of my visual stories comes from my daily life in the Pacific Northwest. 

 

I create handmade and hand patterned paper which I cut into shapes to create my visual stories.  Once all 

of the shapes are cut I begin gluing the shapes, with archival glue, onto cradled board. Then a touch of 

detail is added with acrylic (or other media) and when the image is finished I protect the finished artwork 

with a clear varnish or otherwise make it ready for display.  I think of art exhibits as “novels” or “essays” 

and each piece of artwork is a “chapter” or “paragraph” within the whole that the viewer assembles in 

their mind.  Cutting and shaping paper into a story is itself a metaphor for the way human brains work.  

But since you’re human and have a brain you’ve probably already put all of this together and are now 

having a good laugh. 

 


